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Product Name: PCMark® Vantage 
 
Product Tagline: The New System Performance Measurement Standard for PCs 
 
About this Guide: This Reviewerôs Guide is intended to provide background, test information, procedures 
and reference data for media interested in benchmarking Windows Vista® PC hardware performance, as 
well as supplying product specific details for those that are interested in reviewing the PCMark Vantage 
Benchmark tool. Any updates in this document have been highlighted. 
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System Requirements to run PCMark Vantage 
The minimum hardware and software requirements and recommendations are: 
 

¶ Processor 
o Requirement: SSE2 support 
o Recommendation: Similar level of performance as an Intel Pentium D at 3.0 GHz or 

equivalent AMD multi core processor 

¶ Graphics Card 
o Requirement: Fully SM2.0 compliant graphics hardware 
o Requirement: Minimum requirement for GPU image manipulation test is SM3.0 
o Recommendation: 256MB of graphics memory for the GPU gaming test 

¶ System Memory 
o Requirement: Windows Vista minimum requirement 
o Recommendation: 1024MB (1GB) or more 

¶ Hard Disk 
o 1.7GB of free hard disk space 
o NTFS file system 

¶ Operating System 
o Windows Vista 

Á Supported Editions 

¶ Windows Vista Ultimate 

¶ Windows Vista Business *) 

¶ Windows Vista Enterprise *) 

¶ Windows Vista Home Premium 

¶ Windows Vista Home Basic *) 

¶ The N-Series (EU only) **) 
Á Unsupported Editions 

¶ Any server editions of Windows Vista 

¶ Additional Required Applications 
o Windows Media Player 11 

Á ships with Windows Vista, except with Windows Vista N versions in EU 
o Direct3D9 runtime for Windows Vista 

Á Shipped with PCMark Vantage 
o Microsoft Internet Explorer 7 

Á Ships with Windows Vista 
 
*) = Unable to run the Video playback ï MPEG-2 Blu-ray test due to lack of Windows Media Center. The 
results of the tests in sets with these tests are ñ1ò. 
**) = Unable to run the Video playback tests and the Video and Audio transcoding tests due to lack of built-in 
components in Windows Vista N-Series. The results of the tests in sets with these tests are ñ1ò. 
 
To confirm if your system is capable of running PCMark Vantage, please visit the following page for a quick 
online system compatibility analysis: http://www.yougamers.com/gameometer/10205 

http://www.yougamers.com/gameometer/10205
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Testing guidelines 
In order to get accurate and repeatable benchmark results, you should follow the requirements and 
recommendations below. These guidelines may be updated from time to time.  

Recommended Testing Requirements 

¶ The target disk drive should be first defragmented in order to receive accurate results. In HDD Suite 
the target disk drive can be freely selected, in other suites, it is the Windows Vista system drive. 

¶ Restart the computer before running the benchmark. 

¶ Wait for 60 seconds 

¶ Exit all other programs. 
o Under the Windows operating systems, other tasks can pre-emptively run during the tests, 

thus affecting the results. You will want to eliminate as many of these types of tasks as 
possible, such as automatic updates in operating systems, e-mail clients or other tasks from 
your Startup folder. This action also maximizes your available memory.  

¶ Disable all file sharing and possibly also all network connections. Background network activity may 
affect results. You can submit your results even if you run the benchmark without network 
connection. Save your results in the default format (.pcr) and restart your system with network 
connection after the benchmark run. Run PCMark Vantage and submit your saved results by clicking 
the 'Submit saved result' item in the right click menu (open the right click menu by right clicking the 
PCMark Vantage main window). 

¶ Process idle task by running ñrundll32 advapi32.dll,ProcessIdleTasksò 

¶ Wait for 15 minutes 

¶ Run the benchmark 

¶ Run the tests at least three times to verify that the results are reproducible.  

Additional Recommendations for Testing 

¶ We recommend that you test on a "clean" system only. You should use a program like "Norton 
Ghost" (http://www.ghost.com) to restore a clean system for every test case.  

¶ We recommend that you disable the System Restore feature in Windows Vista. For more 
information, please see Microsoft Knowledge Base article Q267951.  

 
NOTE: These steps help to ensure that your results are consistent! 
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Installing PCMark Vantage 
1. Start the PCMark Vantage .exe installer by double clicking. 
2.  Youôll need to select ñI Accept terms of the license agreementò to continue with the PCMark Vantage 

installation. 
 

 
 

3. PCMark Vantage requires DirectX to run, select ñI Accept terms of the license agreementò to 
continue with the DirectX installation. 
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4. By selecting ñExpressò set-up, the PCMark Vantage and DirectX installer will automatically install all 
required components to run the benchmark, to your C drive. ñExpressò install is highly recommended 
for consistent results. 

 

 
 

5. Clicking ñInstallò will automatically start the full, one-step installation process. 
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6. Microsoft DirectX installer will request that you select I accept the end user runtime agreement to 
finish installing the required components. Click ñNextò to complete the DirectX installation. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

7. Once your installation of PCMark Vantage is complete, click the ñFinishò button to close the 
installation wizard. 
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Registering and unlocking PCMark Vantage 
1. Close all other applications for consistent results before starting up PCMark Vantage. 
2. Double click the PCMark Vantage icon on your desktop to start-up the application. The installer will 
automatically create a desktop icon if ñExpressò set-up was selected.  

 

 
 

3. When entering your PCMark Vantage registration code to unlock full Professional or Advanced 
Edition functionality, cut and paste the registration code as supplied in the Futuremark email. Zeros 
and ñOôsò may look the same and unless you enter the registration code exactly, your copy of 
PCMark Vantage will have disabled functionality.  

 

 
 


